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ABSTRACT

Poverty is one of the main problems that occurs in developing countries, including
Indonesia. This research tries to describe poverty alleviation in developing countries through the
role of zakat from Scopus-indexed journals and accredited journals in Indonesia that represent
rural areas in Indonesia. Samples were obtained from 10 articles discussing zakat for poverty
alleviation. The author classifies these articles based on research topics, methods, and models.
The topic of zakat antecedents is a topic that has been widely studied. The analytical method
and modified Jones accrual model are the most popular models used because this model is
considered the most appropriate for measuring the role of zakat in poverty alleviation compared
to other models. Through zakat, it is expected that the economy will develop further, and the
problem of poverty can gradually be resolved.
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ABSTRAK

Kemiskinan merupakan salah satu permasalahan utama yang terjadi di negara-negara
berkembang, termasuk Indonesia. Penelitian ini mencoba mendeskripsikan upaya
penanggulangan kemiskinan di negara-negara berkembang melalui peran zakat dari jurnal-
Jjurnal terindeks Scopus dan jurnal terakreditasi di Indonesia yang mewakili wilayah pedesaan
di Indonesia. Sampel penelitian diperoleh dari 10 artikel yang membahas zakat untuk
penanggulangan kemiskinan. Penulis mengklasifikasikan artikel-artikel tersebut berdasarkan
topik penelitian, metode, dan model. Topik anteseden zakat merupakan topik yang telah banyak
diteliti. Metode analisis dan model akrual Jones yang dimodifikasi merupakan model yang
paling populer digunakan karena model ini dianggap paling tepat untuk mengukur peran zakat
dalam penanggulangan kemiskinan dibandingkan model lainnya. Melalui zakat, diharapkan
perekonomian akan semakin berkembang dan permasalahan kemiskinan dapat teratasi secara
bertahap.

Kata Kunci : Zakat; Penanggulangan Kemiskinan, Wilayah Pedesaan; Metode Analisis

INTRODUCTION

In a world like today, poverty is still a major issue, including in Indonesia (Asra, 2000;
Auwalin, 2009; Kartiasih & Pribadi, 2020; Hill, 2021). Even though day by day, the
governments of developing countries are continuing to improve their economic efforts, poverty
is still a big problem. To date, there is no effective solution to solve this problem. According to
Fauzan et al. (2020), poverty is defined as a person's failure to meet different thresholds across
countries or the inability to meet minimum standards of basic needs, including food and non-
food needs. However, poverty is a complex and multidimensional problem (Taruno, 2019).
Poverty is a lack of income and the absence of basic needs, education, and health (Ahmad &

Ludlow, 1989; The World Bank, 2001). Groups of people who suffer from poverty are usually
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called poor or disadvantaged people, while groups of people who have better economic
conditions compared to poor people are called rich. Unfortunately, there is a big contrast
between poor people and rich people in Indonesia, which causes a gap that creates distance
between the two groups. Furthermore, in countries that are predominantly Muslim, many of the
population still live in poverty (Saatgioglu et al., 2016).

According to Nazamul Hoque et al. (2015), the cause of poverty in a poor country is not
a lack of resources but a lack of enough good entrepreneurs (Gupta & Srinivasan, 1992; Hoque
et al., 2014). According to Sadri (2010), entrepreneurship is the cause and effect of economic
growth, technological progress, and innovation, as well as in order to establish broad
relationships. Indeed, poverty depends on resources, population size, economic and social
policies and the type of economic activity carried out (Dogarawa, 2009). Empirical studies
reveal that the problems faced by Muslim countries are chronic absolute poverty, high
unemployment, inequality in income distribution, low levels of productivity in the primary
sector, increasing inequality in living standards, reduced provision of optimal public facilities
(education and health), and worsening balance of payments. The worst thing is foreign debt and
the weakening of institutional structures, value systems and customs, which are increasingly
fading due to external influences (Affandi & Astuti, 2014). According to Nazamul Hoque et al.
(2015), the cause of the high poverty rate in Muslim-majority countries compared to non-
Muslim countries is very natural because the majority of Muslim countries are former colonies
of colonial Western countries, which resulted in a national economy. This is evidenced by the
unequal distribution of resources and the large gap between poor and rich people (Affandi &
Astuti, 2014). Indeed, poverty in the Muslim world results from many factors, of which the lack
of effective policies and strategies to develop entrepreneurship is one of the key factors (N.
Hoque et al., 2014; Harahap, 2018). Furthermore, due to improper distribution of resources,
poverty exists in general and the Islamic world in particular. The world's resources are enough
to satisfy everyone's needs, but the world's resources are not enough to satisfy one person's
greed.

In order to overcome poverty, efforts are needed, not only from the government but,
more importantly, from every individual in Indonesia. No matter how hard the government tries
to reduce the amount of poverty, if each individual does not have a sense of mutual care and a
high sense of belonging, it is difficult to overcome poverty quickly. The Indonesian government
has implemented several programs to alleviate poverty, such as Direct Cash Assistance Program
(BLT), rice for the poor (Raskin), health cards, smart cards, joint business groups (KUBE) and
other productive programs. This program provides fresh money to poor people monthly.

However, the program turned out to be ineffective in reducing poverty. This is because it causes
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dependency for some people and makes it difficult to develop. Thus, alternative ways are
needed to alleviate poverty in Indonesia. An alternative solution to poverty in Indonesia has
been explained in Islam: zakat (Nazamul Hoque et al., 2015; Furqani et al., 2018; Choiriyah et
al., 2020; Rini et al., 2020). Zakat is a business that depends on the government and individual
concerns. The role of zakat in life is also in its implementation not only as an alleviation of
poverty but also as a basis for improving and balancing human life (Abdullah et al., 2015; Aziz
& Mohamad, 2016; Ayuniyyah et al., 2018) so that Zakat can be an effective alternative in
alleviating poverty in Indonesia.

There is much research on Zakat in poverty alleviation. The increasing amount of
poverty yearly has motivated several researchers to look more closely at this case. It also
motivates Indonesian researchers to evaluate poverty alleviation programs in Indonesia and
measure the effectiveness of Zakat in reducing poverty. Thus, it also motivates the author to
observe more research on Zakat in poverty alleviation in a bibliographic article. This research
was also motivated by the research of Hesford et al. (2006), who also wrote bibliographic
articles on accounting and management. This research uses 10 journals that are nationally
accredited and indexed in Scopus. The approach in this research is to map the field and analyze
society. The author uses the approach above to analyze Zakat's role in alleviating poverty in
Indonesia over the last 10 years. The author explains and concludes the results of research
conducted by several researchers in the journal obtained. The contribution of this research is to
provide a history of Zakat in Indonesia and efforts to eradicate poverty so that this research can
become a reference in the literature for future research in the same field. Second, this research is
expected to provide insight for future researchers to evaluate and analyze more variables, topics,
or research methods.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Zakat

Zakat is one of the pillars of Islam, namely the third pillar of Islam. According to
linguistic terms, zakat is defined as cleansing and developing. Zakat means blessing, clean,
good and increasing (Saad & Foori, 2020). Zakat can also be interpreted as self-cleansing
obtained after the obligation to pay zakat (Utami, 2020). Therefore, property given out for zakat
will help purify the human soul from selfishness, stinginess, and love of wealth.

Meanwhile, in the language, zakat comes from the word "zaka", which means blessing,
growing, holy, clean, and good (Wasilah & Nurhayati, 2005). According to Islamic law, zakat is
defined as assets issued as an obligation to the property or body of the person concerned in a
special (certain) manner. Meanwhile, according to terminology, zakat means giving out part of

assets according to special requirements to be given to certain groups (mustahik) with certain
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conditions (Hafidhuddin, 2002a). Zakat is also a social and humanitarian practice that develops
according to human development (Meerangani, 2019). From the many definitions above, zakat
has a very important meaning and is an obligatory act of worship like prayer, fasting and Hajj.
Zakat is also an instrument that can build the economy; therefore, zakat must be implemented.
Poverty

Poverty in Indonesia is a serious problem. With abundant natural wealth and lots of
resources, it would be a shame if poverty continued to exist. Poverty can be defined as a
situation or condition with a shortage, especially a lack of basic things such as food, clothing,
shelter, and other items related to a person's quality of life. According to the Big Indonesian
Dictionary (KBBI), poverty is a state of complete deprivation. Meanwhile, according to Banks
et al. (2017), poverty is a situation where there are weak sources of income in society to meet
their economic and living needs. Poverty can also mean not having access to work and
education or things that can alleviate the problem of poverty and gain the respect one deserves
as a citizen.
The role of zakat in alleviating poverty

Zakat is essentially an instrument that can build the Muslim economy, which can also
be used to alleviate poverty in Indonesia. With the potential of Indonesia, which has the largest
Muslim population in the world, zakat's function should be maximized so that it can be used to
alleviate poverty in Indonesia. The role of zakat in alleviating poverty cannot be doubted.
However, people, in general, usually only know that the main purpose of zakat is to alleviate
poverty and help the poor without knowing the clear picture (Widyatama et al., 2020).

What happens in life is that the function of zakat is not just to alleviate poverty.
However, it can also be used to overcome other problems in society, including helping countries
with most Muslims to unite with their loyalty to Islam to alleviate the issues that occur in that
country. So, in its application, good zakat management is needed so that zakat can be productive.
It can help the community's economy, open employment opportunities, improve the quality of
human resources, and other benefits. That poverty will slowly be resolved with this productive
zakat through good management.

RESEARCH METHOD

Method is a method of work that can be used to obtain something. While the research
method can be interpreted as a work procedure in the research process, both in searching for
data or disclosing existing phenomena (Zulkarnaen, W., et al., 2020). The method used in this
research is "field charting, " which Hesford et al. (2006) improved. In this research, the author
selected several articles about the role of Zakat in poverty alleviation, which were then grouped

based on topic, research method, and discipline. The selection of this journal is by accredited
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journals both nationally and internationally. Second, the journal can be accessed online. The
author chooses journals structurally and systematically. Third, the author only chooses articles
correlating with Zakat in poverty alleviation, as mentioned in Table 1.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Zakat is one of the most important pillars of Islam. The role of zakat is also felt to be
very large, including the role of zakat in alleviating poverty is something that cannot be denied.
Furthermore, Wahab and Rahman (2011) stated that the main aim of zakat, achieving socio-
economic justice, will provide opportunities for the wider community to develop themselves.
Widyatama et al. (2020) also stated that zakat has a fundamental aim: to resolve all kinds of
social problems, including poverty, unemployment, and so on. Meanwhile, according to the
Islamic view, poverty is something that endangers faith, morals, family, and so on. Islam also
says poverty is a disaster that must be overcome (Hayati, 2015; Ajeng et al., 2015). Some
opinions state that one of the things that causes poverty in a country is not simply a lack of
resources but could also be due to a lack of sufficient numbers of good entrepreneurs (Gupta &
Srinivasan, 1992; Hoque et al., 2014). Therefore, it is through zakat that poverty can be
overcome. Zakat plays a very large role in distributing wealth and income in Muslim
communities (Pramanik, 1993). The role of zakat in alleviating poverty is through productive
zakat. The zakat that has been collected is used to provide revolving business capital or a
productive economy aimed at mustahik, so the benefits of zakat are certainly very large. The
function of zakat here is to make a zakat recipient an entrepreneur. Entrepreneurs are referred to
as a production factor Glancey & McQuaid (2000) and a tool for growing the economy (Doran
et al., 2018) because a country's economic development can be accelerated by the activities of a
quality entrepreneur (Matlay, 2005). Through zakat, which is used as business capital, it can
open employment opportunities and make life more fulfilling, and the economy is also expected
to develop further. So that the problem of poverty will be resolved little by little.

Many studies have proven that zakat can alleviate poverty. One of them is research
conducted by Nurwahyuny (2016), which analyzed and evaluated the performance of Dompet
Dhuafa as a zakat manager in utilizing zakat to reduce poverty by using the Headcount ratio to
determine the number of poor individuals/families, poverty gap ratio, income gap ratio to
measure the depth of poverty; cent index, foster, Greer and Thorbecke (FGT) index, to measure
the severity of poverty as well as 50 mustahik who were randomly selected. The results state
that zakat can reduce the number of low-income families from 84% to 74%. Research
conducted by I. S. Beik & Arsyianti (2015), Ayuniyyah et al. (2018) and Choiriyah et al. (2020),
which used a quantitative approach, with the CIBEST model stated that the income of mustahik

households after receiving productive zakat fund assistance experienced significant change, this
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concludes that zakat, infag, and shadaqah, especially zakat, are pillars of Islam which are an
obligation for Muslims who can pay them. Zakat is a potential fund to advance the general
welfare of society. These studies prove that zakat plays a major role in alleviating poverty.

Many work programs have been carried out in Indonesia by the Ministry of Social
Affairs and other ministries to alleviate poverty. The results of many programs carried out for
decades in Indonesia have yet to significantly reduce the number of poor people in Indonesia
yearly. In reality, some people who experience poverty problems will still experience poverty
even if they are given direct cash assistance, poor rice or other consumer assistance. People who
experience difficulties meeting life's needs will develop more if they are empowered to stand on
their own. This form of community empowerment can be carried out by providing productive
capital, entrepreneurship training and business assistance until it is successful. Underprivileged
communities who are empowered through providing business capital need business assistance
until it is successful because, in its implementation, most people have complications that are not
conducive and cannot run it regularly. These conditions include several things, such as low
education, less nutritious food, and weak daily character formation. Assistance from poverty
alleviation managers is needed so that their inability to rise from poverty can be helped.
Entrepreneurship training and mentoring until success is the best way to develop productive
capital given to poor people.

The role of zakat in alleviating poverty is, of course, very large. Therefore, the
management of zakat must also be correct so that zakat can be allocated well so that it can be
truly beneficial. Hafidhuddin (2002) believes that zakat is the only worship with expert officers
to manage it. Zakat management is also regulated in Law No. 38 of 1999; there are two types of
zakat organizations: the Amil Zakat Agency and the Amil Zakat Institution (Hafidhuddin,
2002b). The management of zakat, regulated in this law, means that collecting zakat is the
government's authority. With intervention from the government, it is hoped that the value of the
zakat collected can be maximized, and the zakat distribution system will also be maximized. So
that the benefits can be felt, both for givers and recipients of zakat, it has been explained in the
Qur'an that an expert must also manage zakat. The Qur'an understands this, so that amil zakat is
also appreciated for its services and designated as a group of zakat recipients.

Furthermore, the actual function of zakat is not just to alleviate poverty. However, it can also be
used to overcome other problems in society. Another role of zakat includes helping countries
where the majority of Muslims are united by their loyalty to Islam to help with problems in that

country.
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CONCLUSION

This study provides an understanding that zakat is one of the things that can solve the
problem of poverty in Indonesia. Several articles were selected from the first accredited journals,
both nationally and internationally, and then analyzed to prove that poverty in Indonesia is a big
problem that needs to be addressed and monitored. Both the state and religion consider poverty
to be something that needs to be eliminated. Therefore, Indonesia, as a country with the largest
Muslim majority in the world, should utilize zakat to alleviate poverty in Indonesia.
Productively implementing zakat will create business capital, which is expected to open up
employment opportunities and make life more fulfilling, and the economy is also expected to
develop further so that the problem of poverty will be resolved little by little.

Productive implementation of zakat through empowering poor people to become self-
empowered is the key to developing and continuing to hone themselves to reach the highest
level. Empowering poor communities through productive capital must be complemented by
good entrepreneurial provision and business assistance until they are self-empowered. Poor
people usually have poor equipment, such as low education, poor nutrition and poor character,
so help through mentoring, character building, and self-empowerment are important factors for
alleviating poverty in Indonesia.
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