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ABSTRACT

Auditor performance is a general topic that has been extensively researched
worldwide. However, of course, some aspects are still minimally discussed in previous
research. Therefore, this study applied a bibliometric analysis to find out the overall
picture and aspects or matters that were still rarely discussed about auditor performance.
The data source is obtained from Scopus with a publication time span of 2013-2022 and
the keyword "Auditor Performance". The number of studies that became the data in this
study was 506 studies. These data were analyzed using the VOS Viewer software.
Based on the results of the bibliometric analysis, it is concluded that the variable or
aspect that has been widely studied in the auditor's performance keyword is audit
quality. Then, the aspect or variable that can be a novelty idea is big data. Further
researchers can explore or discuss more deeply related to big data and its relationship to
auditor performance.
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INTRODUCTION

For researchers or practitioners, finding new ideas in research is quite
challenging. The greater the scientific literature, the more difficult it will be for the
researcher or practitioner to find novelty. It is because, with a large amount of scientific
literature, researchers will find it difficult to have a structured picture of relevant
information (Rodrigues et al., 2014; Zhou et al., 2015). Meanwhile, before starting the
research, the researcher needs to understand the information and development of the
topic he wants to research (Susanti et al., 2022). Therefore, an analytical technique that
can provide a macroscopic picture of much scientific literature is needed, namely
bibliometric analysis (Nunen et al., 2018). Bibliometric analysis is a method used to
assess the performance and research patterns of authors, journals, countries, and
institutions (Wei & Zhao, 2015). From the performance and research patterns assessed,
researchers can identify a variety of topics, including the latest topics. The bibliometric
analysis can reveal the latest advances, research directions, and main topics in certain
research fields (Wang et al., 2014). So, the results of the bibliometric analysis can be

used as the basis for making decisions related to scientific research.

P-ISSN; 2541-5255 E-ISSN: 2621-5306 | Page 1423


mailto:izzatul.jannah@binus.ac.id1

| Jurnal llmiah MEA (Manajemen, Ekonomi, dan Akuntansi)
Vol. 6 No. 3, 2022

In this study, bibliometric analysis was applied on the research topic regarding
auditor performance. One of the biggest accounting and auditing cases in the world is
Enron case. This case involved auditor from one of the Big 5 public accounting firm in
the world, Arthur Anderson. Arthur Anderson's auditor failed to produce a good quality
audit report (Cuong, 2011). Besides Enron case, there are other companies have fallen
due to the failure of an auditor to assess the credibility or fairness of the company's
financial statements (Wigati, 2017), so researchers and practitioners become more
interested and paying attention to the auditor performance study. Because of that, the
number of publications on auditor performance research also increase, so the future
author difficult to get a comprehensive picture to understand in-depth about auditor
performance and to find new ideas for novelty. Therefore, through bibliometric analysis,
this study is aim to find the topics that still need to be discussed and can contribute to
find new ideas that can improve auditor performance.

DATA AND RESEARCH METHODS

Method is a method of work that can be used to obtain something. While the
research method can be interpreted as a work procedure in the research process, both in
searching for data or disclosing existing phenomena (Zulkarnaen, W., et al., 2020). The
data in this study is obtained from the Scopus website with “Auditor Performance”
keyword in the 2013-2022 publication period as shown in Figure 1. This study will see
the growth trend of number of published studies related to auditor performance. Trend
patterns are usually seen from charts that go up or down over a long period of time, such
as 10 years (Budisantoso, 2017). So, it necessary to looking the data from 2013. By that
reason, the data source syntax is "Auditor Performance" AND (LIMIT-TO
(PUBYEAR , 2022) OR LIMIT-TO (PUBYEAR , 2021) OR LIMIT-TO
(PUBYEAR , 2020) OR LIMIT-TO (PUBYEAR , 2019) OR LIMIT-TO
(PUBYEAR , 2018) OR LIMIT-TO (PUBYEAR , 2017) OR LIMIT-TO
(PUBYEAR , 2016) OR LIMIT-TO (PUBYEAR , 2015) OR LIMIT-TO
(PUBYEAR, 2014) OR LIMIT-TO (PUBYEAR , 2013)).

The search yielded 506 documents or studies whose titles, abstracts, and
contents mentioned the auditor performance. Then, the 506 data will be examined in
this study using the bibliometric analysis method with VOS Viewer software. The

bibliometric analysis was carried out by looking at the number of published studies
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trends during 2013-2022, identifying authors or researchers who are active in publishing
research on auditor performance and collaboration among these authors, knowing which
countries are actively publishing auditor performance research, and analyze the terms or
aspects that are often discussed in the topic of auditor performance research.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Publication Growth Trends

The publication growth trends from 2013-2022 can be seen in Graph 1. Graph 1
shows that if the number of publications is overall compared with the cumulative
number of publications related to auditor performance, it shows that the output of
publications in 2013-2022 follows a linear growth. The increasing number of
publications indicates that more researchers are paying attention to the auditor
performance topic. However, the number of publications in 2022 (n = 62) has decreased
compared to the number of publications in 2021 (n = 80), which is decreasing around
22.5%. According to Price (1963), there are 4 phases in research growth, namely: 1)
precursors' phase, when a small group of researchers start to publish a new field or topic,
2) the proper exponential growth, when more researchers are start to be interested and
pay attention to the research topic to be explored, 3) a consolidation of the body of
knowledge, 4) a decrease in the number of publications. The decline that occurred in
2022 needs to be questioned whether the following year will continue to decrease or not.
However, if researchers understand more deeply about auditor performance topic, it is
not impossible that new idea can still be explored in this topic.
Co-Authorship

Figure 2 shows a network visualization from the authors who discussed the topic
related to auditor performance. The larger the circle, the more scientific research about
auditor performance is published by that author. The various colors indicate the
collaborative group of each author. Based on the results of data processing with VOS
Viewer, Trotman, k.t. is the main author who often publishes research related to auditor
performance and has a cooperative relationship with other authors with a red line as
shown in Figure 3. Table 1 is the detail information about the Trotman, k.t.’s studies
with other authors who have cooperation with him in the scope of auditor performance.

Other authors who often publish research related to auditor performance besides

Trotman, k.t. are Brown, v.l. and Glover, s.m. They also have collaboration with other
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authors in the green and blue line as shown in Figure 4 & Figure 5. The detail
information about Brown, v.l. and Glover, s.m.’s research in the scope of auditor
performance and its collaboration with other authors is shown in Table 2.
Country/Territory

Graph 2 shows the top-10 countries/territory that productively published
research about auditor performance. From Graph 2, it can be seen that United States
placed in the top position (n = 195). Then followed by Indonesia (n = 84). Research
related to auditor performance is dominated by countries in Asia, namely Indonesia,
Malaysia, China, Taiwan, and Iran.

Term Analysis

Figure 6 is a term’s network visualization that illustrates the number of studies
whose titles and abstracts, discuss the terms related to auditor performance and the
relationship between these terms. From Figure 6, it can be seen that research with the
keyword ‘““auditor performance” mostly discussed about audit quality. The audit quality
has a relationship with several aspects, including accountability, audit judgment,
professionalism, ethics, and others as shown in Figure 7.

Then, Figure 8 is a term’s overlay visualization that displays the latest topics
related to auditor performance. Based on Figure 8, aspects that are relatively new in
research on auditor performance are emotional intelligence, audit teams, and
professionalism. Then, the aspects that are rarely studied on auditor performance topic
can be seen through the term’s density visualization in Figure 9. Based on Figure 9, the
aspects that are rarely investigated by researchers in the field of auditor performance,
include professionalism, ethics, gender, leadership, big data, etc. These aspects can be
new ideas or variables that can be explored by researchers in the future.

CONCLUSION

This study applies bibliometric analysis to scientific literature or research
published in Scopus in 2013-2022 regarding auditor performance. This study is aim to
find out the overall picture of the auditor performance research, so it can be seen what
topics that still need to be discussed and can contribute to find new ideas that can
improve auditor performance. Based on the results of bibliometric analysis, it can be
concluded that overall, research using the “auditor performance” keyword has increased

during 2013-2022. The country that is most active in publishing research on auditor
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performance is United States, so that it will be a new point of view if further researchers
can examine the performance of auditors in other countries. The author who is most
active in discussing auditor performance is Trotman, k.t. Further researchers can study
the results of Trotman's research related to auditor performance to have a deeper
understanding. The variable or aspect that has been widely studied in the ‘“‘auditor
performance” keyword is audit quality. Although audit quality has been dominant in
research on auditor performance, further researchers can explore the discussion of audit
quality by relating it to variables that are still rarely studied, namely professionalism,
ethics, gender, etc. Auditor performance research can also be explored by involving big
data because currently technological advances are growing rapidly, so that the
distribution of data is also widely increasing and complex. This can be a new idea and a
new contribution for researchers in the scope of auditor performance.
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Figure 2. Co-authorship network visualization
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Table 1. Detail Trotman, k.t.’s co-authorship

Authors

Journal Title

Bauer et al. (2022)

Auditing

Chen et al. (2018)

Australian Journal of Management

Kim & Trotman (2015)

Accounting and Finance

Trotman et al. (2015)

Accounting, Organizations and Society

Trotman (2014)

The Routledge Companion to Auditing

Peecher et al. (2013)

Accounting, Organizations and Society

Chang et al. (2013)

Accounting, Organizations and Society

Figure 4. Brown, v.1.’s connection
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Figure 5. Glover, s.m.’s connection

Table 2. Detail Brown, v.I. and Glover, s.m.’s co-authorship

Authors

Journal Title

Brazel et al. (2022)

Current Issues in Auditing

Sidgman et al. (2022)

Journal of Information Systems

Brown & Harris (2022)

Journal of Business Ethics

Boland et al. (2020)

Journal of Accounting and Public Policy

Glover et al. (2019)

Contemporary Accounting Research

Brown et al. (2019)

Current Issues in Auditing
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Authors Journal Title
Christensen et al. (2016) Contemporary Accounting Research
Glover & Prawitt (2014) Current Issues in Auditing
Durney et al. (2014) Auditing

United States (America)
Indonesia (Asia)

Malaysia (Asia)

Australia (Australia)
China (Asia)

Canada (America)

United Kingdom (Europe)
Taiwan (Asia)

Germany (EFurope)

Iran (Asia)

20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

B Number of publications

180 200

Graph 2. Top-10 of most productive country/territories publishing on auditor performance research

auditgeams ¥
)

sutyey

expefiment
leadegship

@

organizationglcommitment

non-audipservices

auditor inggpendence

audifees
genger
peaob
fair walue o
audjpors
-
GUIEEUEITY . cogping " );
. auditing niien
ettiics
ok bility Emution*tzﬁgence

offshigring task camplexity

frawd
it
job satfgfaction L e @ P bigidata SUTVeYS
profesgi@nalism perft'smce. X
audit judgment
@ indapesia @
locus affcontrol externalipuditors
informggion use
role g@nflict internal audit
[ifg VOSviewer

Figure 6. Term’s network visualization

abstractigh network

qualitfigontral
L

quality ggsurance

P-ISSN; 2541-5255 E-ISSN: 2621-5306 | Page 1431



JIMEA | Jurnal llmiah MEA (Manajemen, Ekonomi, dan Akuntansi)

Vol. 6 No. 3, 2022

non-audiservices

o
eudifpems | s

fiptellize

Informati

Figure 7. Audit quality connection

non-audjservices
auditor inglgpendence

auditteams

audjfifees
genger
suggey
pagob
expefiment fairgalue huigans
leaddgship audigors
ey & abstractig network
@u i y
dw 'ccwmg e @ oualiygorerel
huen
ettics quality gisurance

emotional intelligence
b 4 ac(a@biliw "
affshring task ciiptexity

organizationdicommitment

fraud
t .
Jjob satigfaction - ° @ aw bigdata Suieys
professionalism perfu“ance. =~
f ; audit j@ggment
& indapesia L]
locus of control externalguditors
informagion use
role g@nflict internal audit
v
S vosviewer L

207 2018 2019 2020

Figure 8. Term’s overlay visualization

& VOSviewer

Figure 9. Term’s density visualization

P-ISSN; 2541-5255 E-ISSN: 2621-5306 | Page 1432



